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-INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE ELECTORS 
The Attorney General has summarized the proposed measure as follows: 
SELECTION OF JUDGES. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. Declares Supreme or Appellate Court 
Justice may declare candidacy to succeed himself, otherwise Governor shall nominate candidate; candidate being 
only one on ballot for such office, and electors voting for or against him; if defeated, or vacancy occurs, Governor 
appointing until next general election, but defeated person ineligible for appointment. Governor's nominations 
or appointments ineffective unless approved by commission comprising Chief Justice, presiding Appellate Court 
Justice and Attorney General. Requires retirement system. Provisions inapplicable to Superior Court judges 
until adopted by counties in manner provided by Legislature. Makes Constitutional removal and recall provisions 
applicable. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
County (or City and County) oL ____ ", I.......... 5S. 
To the Honorable Secretary of State of the State of California: 
We, the undersigned, registered, qualified electors of the State of California, residents of .. __ ._.L9.lLAng~.l.~.'-. ____ . ____ _ 
County (or City and County), present to the Secretary of State this petition and hereby propose an amendment to the Con' 
stitution of the State of California, by adding Section 26 to Article VI thereof, to read as hereinafter set forth in full, and 
petition that the same be submitted to the electors of the State of California for their adoption or rejection, at the next suc' 
ceeding general election or as provided by law. The proposed constitutional amendment reads as follows: 
Sec_ 26. Within thirty days before the sixteenth day of August next preceding the expiration of his term, any justice of 
the 5upreme court, justice of a district court of appeal, or judge of a superior court in any county the electors of which have 
adopted the provisions of this section as applicable to the judge or judges of the superior court of such county in the manner 
hereinafter provided, may file with the officer charged with the duty of certifying nominations for publication in the official ballot 
a declaration of candidacy for election to succeed himself. If he does not file such declaration the governor must nominate a 
suitable person for the office before the sixteenth day of September, by filing such nomination with the officer charged with said 
duty of certifying nominations. 
In either event, the name of such candidate shall be placed upon the ballot for the ensuing general election in November 
in substantially the following form: 
For ....................................................................................... -................................... . 
(title of office) 
Yea 
Shall ...................................................................... ~ ................................................. . 
(name) 
No 
be elected to the office for the term expiring January ________________________________________ ? 
(year) 
No name shall be placed upon the ballot as a candidate for any of said judicial offices except that of a person so declaring 
or so nominated. If a majority of the electors voting upon such candidacy vote "yes", such person shall be elected to said office. 
If a majority of those voting thereon vote "no", he shall not be elected, and may not thereafter be appointed to fill any vacancy 
in that court, but may be nominated and elected thereto as hereinabove provided. 
Whenever a vacancy shall occur in any judicial office above named, by reason of the failure of a candidate to be elected 
or otherwise, the governor shall appoint a suitable person to fill the vacancy. An incumbent of any such judicial office serving 
a term by appointment of the governor shall hold office until the first Monday after the first day of January following the general 
election next after his appointment, or until the qualification of any nominee who may have been elected to said office prior to 
that time. 
No such nomination or appointment by the governor shall be effective unless there be filed with the secretary of state a 
written confirmation of such nomination or appointment signed by a majority of the three officials herein designated as the com-
mission on qualifications. The commission on qualifications shall consist of (I) the chief justice of the supreme court, or, if 
such office be vacant, the acting chief justice; (2) the presiding justice of the district court of appeal of the district in which a 
justice of a district court of appeal or a judge of a superior court is to serve, or, if there be two such presiding justices, the one 
who has served the longer as such; or, in the case of the nomination or appointment of a justice of the supreme court, the pre-
siding justice who has served longest as such upon any of the district courts of appeal; and (3) the attorney,general. If two 
or more presiding justices above designated shall have served terms of equal length, they shall choose the one who is to be a 
member of the commission on qualifications by lot, whenever occasion for action arises. The legislature shall provide by general 
law for the retirement, with reasonable retirement allowance, of such justices and judges for age or disability. 
In addition to the methods of removal by the legislature provided by Sections 17 and 18 of Article IV and by Section 10 
of this article. the provisions of Article XXIII relative to the recall of elective public officers shall be applicable to justices and 
judges elected and appointed pursuant to the provisions of this section so far as the same relate to removal from office. 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to the judge or judges of the superior court of any county until a majority 
of the electors of such county voting on the question of the adoption of such provisions, in a manner to be provided for by the 
legislature, shall vote in favor thereof. 
If the legislature diminishes the number of judges of the superior court in any county or city and county, the offices 
which first become vacant, to the number of judges diminished, shall be deemed to be abolished. 
